
Cherry Highway will 
be christened Tuesday 

A ceremonial unveiling of the 
Mike Cherry Memorial Highway is 
scheduled for 2 p.m. Tuesday, July 
29, at the Crittenden County Of-
fice Complex, 200 Industrial 
Drive. Hosted by the Kentucky 
Transportation Cabinet, the public 
event will recognize the renaming 
of the new US 641 highway in 
honor of the late Mike Cherry, a 
longtime public servant. Light re-
freshments will be provided by the 
Crittenden County Judge-Execu-
tive’s Office.  

 

Riverview Park dock 
is now back in water 

The seasonal boat dock at 
Riverview Park, located at the for-
mer Dam 50 site on the Ohio River 
in northern Crittenden County, 
was installed last week after high 
water levels had delayed its place-
ment. Crews were finally able to 
anchor the floating dock after 
river levels dropped below the 
mooring hardware. Access to the 
park remains a challenge. The 
bridge on the main road leading 
into Riverview Park is still out, 
forcing campers and day users to 
reach the site via backroads over 
Cotton Patch Hill. The detour has 
significantly reduced traffic to the 
park’s campground this summer. 
Officials now say the bridge is not 
expected to be reopened until No-
vember. 

 

$30K in unpaid tax 
bills are being sold  

About $30,000 in delinquent 
property taxe bills were scheduled 
to be sold Wednesday at a public 
auction held at the Crittenden 
County Office Complex. 

Four individuals or agencies reg-
istered to participate in the tax 
sale, which allows buyers to pur-
chase tax liens on delinquent 
properties. If the original property 
owners fail to repay the tax debt 
with interest, lien holders may 
eventually initiate legal proceed-
ings to force the sale of the prop-
erty. 

  
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

•Crittenden County Conserva-
tion District will meet at 6:30 
p.m., Thursday, July 24 at its of-
fice on East Bellville Street. 

•Crittenden-Livingston Water 
District will meet at 4 p.m., Mon-
day, July 28 at Deer Lakes meeting 
room. 

•Livingston Fiscal Court meets 
at 5 p.m., Tuesday, July 29 at the 
county office complex in Smith-
land. 

•Caldwell County Fiscal Court 
meets at 9 a.m., Tuesday, July 29 
at the courthouse. 

•Crittenden County Board of 
Education meets at 5:30 p.m., 
Tuesday, July 29 at Rocket Arena. 

•Crittenden County Public Li-
brary Board meets at 5:30 p.m., 
Thursday, July 31 at the library. 
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  Have you heard The Press 
News Podcast? Our news 
and sports program is on 
Mondays and Thursdays. 
Find it two mornings each 
week at The Press Online.
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                              Population    Assault     Burglary    Narcotics    Homicide     Theft     Robbery       Fraud     Vandlisim   Sex Offense 
Caldwell        12,437     153        36        196          3        207       1          48        40            6 
Crittenden      8,940      84         21         123          0         34        0           7         22            1 
Livingston       8,740      98          9          169          0         50        1           7         28            6 
Lyon               9,363      87         18         143          0         36        0          13         15            1 
Union             13,110     126        11         177          0         44        0           5         17            7 
Webster         12,700     93         13         198          0         26        0           8         10           23 

Source: Kentucky State Police 2024 Crime Report

Lines of 
Steel 

Katie Keene, a local actress 
who has appeared in several 
streaming movies on Netflix 
and other platforms, leads a 
cast of talented women in 
the upcoming production of 
Steel Magnolias this Sep-
tember at Fohs Hall. Re-
hearsing late last week were 
(from left) Keene, Brittney 
Meredith-Miller, Trish Gage, 
Holley Curnel, Ali Hollis and 
Terra Haire. Tickets went on 
sale last weekend and, as 
expected, have sold rapidly. 
Dinner tickets sold out in 
about a day, but show-only 
tickets are still available. For 
tickets, visit the Community 
Arts Foundation’s Facebook 
page or CommunityArts-
Foundation.org. See page 4 
for more ticket information.

STAFF REPORT 
As Kentucky celebrates a significant 

drop in serious crime statewide, per 
capita data from the Kentucky State Po-
lice 2024 Crime Report indicates that 
drug crime is by far the most prevalent 
while violent crime remains relatively 
low. 

Gov. Andy Beshear recently an-
nounced that serious crime in the com-
monwealth fell by 7.66% in 2024, 
including an 11.55% drop in drug-re-
lated offenses, a 12.7% decrease in 
homicides and a 13.78% decline in sex 
offenses. Those gains are credited in 
part to aggressive statewide enforcement 
initiatives, including Operation Summer 
Heat 2.0, which led to 197 arrests and 
removed more than $640,000 worth of 
drugs from Kentucky streets a couple of 
weeks ago. 

However, in Crittenden and surround-
ing counties, crime trends show areas of 
concern, particularly involving nar-
cotics. With 123 drug-related offenses 
reported in 2024, Crittenden’s per 
capita rate reached 137.6 per 10,000 
residents, making it one of the highest 
among contiguous counties. Webster, 
Caldwell and Livingston counties re-
ported higher narcotics rates per capita 

than Crittenden. 
While Crittenden’s narcotics rate was 

above average, other crime categories 
show it nearer to the middle or lower 
end of the six-county area. Assaults in 
Crittenden County stood at 94.0 per 
10,000 residents, lower than Caldwell’s 
123.1 and Livingston’s 112.1, but 
higher than Webster’s 73.2. Burglary 
and vandalism rates in Crittenden, 
which are 23.5 and 24.6 respectively,  
also placed the county in the midrange 
of the six-county comparison. Theft in 
Crittenden came in at 38.0 per 10,000 
people, well below Caldwell’s 166.5, but 
higher than Webster’s 20.5. 

The 2024 Crime Report includes ar-
rests made by state and local police, 
sheriff’s departments and other special 
purpose law enforcement agencies. 

Only Caldwell County reported homi-

cides in 2024. Crittenden, Lyon, Union 
and Webster reported no robberies. In 
the area of sex offenses, Crittenden 
recorded a rate of 1.1 per 10,000 resi-
dents, placing it among the lowest. 

In contrast, Webster County, despite 
its lower rates for theft and vandalism, 
showed the region’s highest per capita 
rate of sex offenses at 18.1, and one of 
the highest drug offense rates at 155.9 
per 10,000 residents. 

Caldwell County consistently led the 
region in high crime rates across multi-
ple categories. It reported the highest 
rates in assault, theft, fraud and vandal-
ism, and one of the highest in narcotics. 
Livingston County, with the lowest bur-
glary rate and no homicides, stands out 
as one of the least crime-affected coun-
ties per capita, despite relatively high 
narcotics activity. 

For Crittenden, the data suggest that 
while violent crime remains low, drug of-
fenses continue to weigh heavily on pub-
lic safety. Methamphetamine has for 
last few years dominated felony drug of-
fenses in the county. Meth became more 
prevalent following a crackdown on opi-
ates. Fentanyl is another drug that is 
becoming alarmingly prevalent in the 
area. Read more on page 10.

Drug Crimes Most Prevalent in Area
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Crittenden ranks high for narcotics crime, lower on most others

Statistics included arrests 
made by state and local police 

and sheriff’s departments

City moves to make UTVs street legal
STAFF REPORT 

Marion City Council is considering a 
new ordinance that would allow properly 
equipped and licensed utility vehicles, 
such as side-by-sides, certain ATVs, 
UTVs, and minitrucks, to operate legally 
on city streets. 

Introduced Monday, the proposed or-
dinance aligns the city with a recently 
enacted state law, which authorizes mu-
nicipalities to allow these types of spe-
cial purpose vehicles on public roads. 
The state law took effect June 27 and so 
far one vehicle has been licensed in the 
county. Other nearby counties have en-
acted similar ordinances, but so far Crit-
tenden County has shown no appetite to 
adopt anything countywide. 

If passed, the ordinance will permit 
these vehicles on most streets within 
Marion, unless otherwise posted. How-
ever, it comes with several restrictions 
and safety requirements. Vehicles must 
be outfitted with functional headlights, 
tail lights, brake lights, turn signals, 
mirrors, a horn and seatbelts. They 
must also have a speedometer, appro-

priate tires, and either a windshield or 
protective eyewear for the operator. 
Valid insurance and registration are 
also mandatory. 

The ordinance prohibits special pur-
pose vehicles from traveling more than 
20 miles on roads marked with a center-
line and bans them from controlled-ac-
cess highways like interstates and 
parkways. Additionally, minitrucks will 
not be allowed on federally constructed 
highways. Enforcement of these provi-
sions will fall to local authorities. 

Councilwoman Nikki Conger raised 
safety concerns during discussion, 
specifically suggesting restrictions sim-
ilar to those imposed on golf carts, such 
as limited hours of operation and prohi-
bitions on specific streets like West 
Gum, West Bellville, and Main Street 
during school and traffic rush hours. 
Legal counsel affirmed that such provi-
sions could be added and will address 
that in the ordinance before final pas-

sage. 
While the city already permits golf 

carts under certain conditions, legal ad-
visor Bart Frazer emphasized that 
street-legal status under state law re-
quires a higher level of safety compli-
ance not applicable to golf carts.  

While Crittenden County Fiscal Court 
has not shown interest in passing a sim-
ilar ordinance for county roads, Frazer 
said there are currently some narrow 
options for those vehicles to operate on 
county roads, particularly for farmers or 
landowners. 

The ordinance will take effect once it 
receives final approval and publication, 
which could be a month or more. 

In other similar action, the council ap-
proved amending its existing golf cart 
regulations to enhance safety for opera-
tors and passengers. The updated rules 
require all motorized golf carts used on 
city streets to be equipped with rearview 
mirrors, lights (including brake lights, 
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Kelley 

Robert Alan Kelley, 87, 
of Smithland, went to be 
with his Lord and Savior 
on Sunday, July 20, 
2025 surrounded by the 
love and comfort of his 
devoted family. 

Born Sept. 29, 1937, in 
Clifton, Tenn., he was the 
cherished 
son of the 
late Myrtle 
Bunch and 
Ebb Kelley. 
In the 
1950s, he 
made Ken-
tucky his 
home, a place where he 
would lay down deep 
roots, build a life of pur-
pose and begin a legacy 
of love and hard work 
that now stretches five 
generations. 

Affectionately known 
as “Bob” by many, Kelley 
began a lifelong career in 
the limestone industry, 
dedicating decades of 
service at Reed's Crushed 
Stone from the 1960s 
until his retirement in 
1995. More than just an 
employee, Kelley was a 
cornerstone of the opera-
tion, known for helping 
many Livingston County 
residents find stable em-
ployment – jobs that sup-
ported local families 
across generations. 

It was in Livingston 
County where he met 
and married the love of 
his life, Jo Rudd Kelley. 
Their marriage of 63 
years was a true testa-
ment to partnership, 
faith and devotion. To-
gether, they raised a 
family filled with laugh-
ter, strength and endur-
ing values. 

In addition to his ca-
reer, Kelley was a pas-
sionate cattle farmer, 
skilled outdoorsman and 
an avid hunter and crap-
pie fisherman. After re-
tirement, he and Jo 
spent their winters at 
their beloved Florida 
home, where Kelly could 
be found fishing nearly 
every day – doing what 
brought him peace and 
joy. 

A member of Smith-
land United Methodist 
Church, Kelley was a 
man of deep faith and 
unwavering principles. 
He lived by a code of hard 
work, quiet strength, hu-
mility and love for family 
above all else. His life’s 
work extended far bey-
ond his career – he was a 
builder of people, a pro-
vider of opportunity and 
a steady hand through 
every season. 

Surviving are a daugh-
ter, Bobbie  (Allen) Smith 
of Smithland; a son, 
David (Loretta) Kelley, of 
Smithland; four grand-
children Bridget (Brent) 
Houston  of Henderson, 
Julie Gavin of Hender-
son, Hannah (Corey) 
Thacker  of Dallas, Texas 
and Jason Bryant of El-
lington, Mo.; his beloved 
sister, Sue Rudd of 
Smithland; 15 great-
grandchildren; and nine 
great-great-grandchil-
dren; his loving caregiver, 
now family, Leonard Les-
lie; and his caregiver, 
running and fishing 
buddy, Candice Draper  
– each a shining reflec-
tion of his legacy. 

 
He was preceded in 

death by his cherished 
wife, Jo Rudd Kelley; pre-
cious granddaughter, 
Tanya Jo Smith; three 
brothers, Hillard Kelley, 
Billy Kelley, and Terry 
Kelley; and his loving 
parents. 

Services were Wednes-
day, July 23 in the 
chapel of Boyd Funeral 
Directors and Cremation 
Services.   Burial was in 
Scott’s Chapel Cemetery. 

To know Robert Alan 
Kelley was to know quiet 
strength, fierce loyalty, 
gentle wisdom, and un-
conditional love. His 
hands shaped more than 
stone—they shaped a 
family and a future. His 
presence will be missed 
beyond measure, but the 
echoes of his life’s work 
will continue for genera-
tions to come. 

"Well done, good and 
faithful servant." – Mat-
thew 25:23 

Paid Obituary 
 

Weaver 
James Norman “Big 

Norm” Weaver, 79, of 
Bullitt County, died Fri-
day, July 18, 2025, at his 
home after a battle with 
cancer. 

A native of Bowling 
Green, he was born Oct. 
30, 1945 to the late Mar-
ion Dean and Olon 
Weaver.  

A standout athlete 
from the Settle com-
munity of Allen County, 
Weaver led Allen County 
High School to the 1964 
KHSAA Sweet 16 semi-
finals and earned a 
scholarship to the Uni-
versity of Kentucky be-
fore transferring to 
Western Kentucky Uni-
versity. At WKU, he 
played on a nationally 
ranked top-10 team and 
was named to multiple 
All-State and All-Star 
squads. He was later in-
ducted into the athletic 
halls of fame at Bullitt 
Central, Edmonson 
County and Allen 
County-Scottsville. 

Weaver coached bas-
ketball at Crittenden 
County High School from 
1980 to 1982 with a 19-
31 record, and over his 
career also taught or 
coached at Alvaton, Daw-
son Springs, Bullitt Cen-
tral, Edmonson County 
and Butler County. He 
later served as a school 
administrator, including 
as principal in Whitley 
and Green counties, and 
superintendent in Allen 
County. 

In retirement, he en-
joyed time with family 
and was a devoted hus-
band, father and grand-
father.  

Surviving are his wife, 
Angela Harman Weaver; 
a son, James Shannon 
(Mindy) Weaver; a 
brother, Murl (Trudy) 
Weaver; two grand-
daughters, Layne (Logan) 
Johnson and Avery 
Weaver; a grandson, 
James Gray Weaver; a 
great-granddaughter, 
Kennedy Ann Marie 
Johnson; a sister-in-law, 
Rebecca (Cletus) Donald-
son; and many extended 
family, friends, former 
players, and fans. 

In addition to his par-
ents, he was preceded in 
death by a brother, Don 
Weaver; and a nephew, 
Donald Warren Weaver. 

Services are Thursday, 

July 24 at T. W. Crow & 
Son Funeral Home in 
Scottsville with burial at 
Crescent Hill Cemetery. 

Memorials may be 
made to the Kentucky 
Humane Society. 
 
McDowell 

Sandra Sue McDowell, 
79, of Marion, died Fri-
day, July 18, 2025 at Liv-
ingston Hospital. 

Surviving are her hus-
band of 62 years, Hershel 
McDowell; a son, Wayne 
(Renae) McDowell; a 
daughter, Samantha 
(David) Ogletree; a bonus 
Ddaughter, Rose (Jer-
mey) Dempsey; five 
grandchildren; JW, Mary 
Sue, Dalton, Quaid, 
Haley and Mallory; eight 
great-grandchildren; and 
several nieces and 
nephews. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Frank and Margie Gilles-
pie; and two sisters, Car-
olyn Hinchee and Helen 
McConnell. 

Graveside services 
were Sunday July 20 at 
Mt. Zion Cemetery. Gil-
bert Funeral Home was 
in charge of arrange-
ments. 
 
Carter 

Gloria Jean Carter, 63, 
of Sturgis, died Wednes-
day, July 16, 2025 at 
S a l e m 
Springlake 
Health & 
R e h a b .  
She was a 
f o r m e r 
member of 
R o s e b u d 
B a p t i s t 
Church and had been the 
dietary supervisor at 
Crittenden Health & 
Rehab. 

Surviving are her hus-
band, John Carter of 
Sturgis; three sisters, Re-
gina Mosley of Sturgis, 
Kristy Poe of Sturgis and 
Charmaine Russelburg of 
Marion; and 10 grand-
children. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Bobby Walker and Betty 
Sutton Walker; and a 
sister, Charlotte Walker. 

Services were Wednes-
day, July 23 at Gilbert 
Funeral Home with bu-
rial in Baker Cemetery. 

 
Tabor 

Linda Lee Tabor, 86, of 
Marion, died Tuesday, 
July 15, 2025. She was a 
lifelong  member of 
C r a y n e 
C o m -
m u n i t y 
C h u r c h 
where she 
d e v o t e d 
much of 
her time 
and loved 
her church family very 
much. 

Surviving are her chil-
dren, Stacy Tabor Her-
nandez of Marion and 
Steve Tabor of Eddyville; 
three grandchildren, 
Jake Tabor, Josh Tabor 
and Cameron Hernan-
dez; and several beloved 
nieces, nephews and 
cousins. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband 
and love of her life, Den-
ver Tabor; her parents, 
Vernon "Bud" and Irene 
Kirk; and two brothers, 
Jim Kirk and Kenny Kirk. 

Services were Sunday 
July 20 at Gilbert Fu-

neral Home  with burial 
in Caldwell Springs Cem-
etery. 

Donations may be 
made to Caldwell Springs 
Cemetery,  

 
Little 

Jewel Reed Little, 83, 
entered into the presence 
of his Lord 
and Savior 
on Tues-
day, July 
15, 2025 at 
St. Francis 
Hospital in 
Cape Gi-
r a r d e a u , 
Mo. He was born in Chi-
cago, Ill., Sept. 4, 1941 to 
the late Louie and Valeria 
Little. He graduated from 
Crittenden County High 
School in May 1960. 
After graduation, he en-
listed in the United 
States Air Force in July 
1960. On June 25, 1961, 
he married his high 
school sweetheart, 
Shelby Simpson Little, 
who preceded him in 
death on June 10, 2025. 
  He enjoyed watching 
Kentucky Wildcats Bas-
ketball and old TV west-
erns. He also loved to 
read Louis L’Amour 
books and he loved any-
thing John Deere. 

Surviving are a son, 
Charles “Chuck” Little 
from East Prairie, Mo.; a 
daughter-in-law, Denise 
Little of East Prairie, Mo., 
a precious granddaugh-
ter Decinda (Shane) How-
ell of Charleston, Mo.; 
and a great-grandson, 
Tarek Howell; a brother 
and sister-in-law, James 
and Betty Little of Mar-
ion; and several nieces 
and nephews. 

In addition to his wife 
and parents, he was pre-
ceded in death by a 
son, Richard Alan Little; 
a brother and sister-in-
law, Dennis and Bonnie 
Little and brother-in-law 
and sister-in-law, Walter 
and Debbie Simpson. 

He was a member of 
Emmanuel Baptist 
Church in Marion. Upon 
moving to East Prairie, 
he attended Full Gospel 
Church. Services 
were  Saturday, July 19 
at Gilbert Funeral Home 
with Bro. Kirk Greenfield, 
pastor of Emmanuel 
Baptist Church, and pas-
tor Eric McGruder of Full 
Gospel Church officiat-
ing. 

Paid obituary 

 
Little 

Lester Theodore 
Thomas, Sr., 89, of 
Princeton, died Sunday, 
July 6, 2025 at Princeton 
N u r s i n g 
and Re-
habilitation 
Center. 

Thomas 
was a grad-
uate of St. 
B e r n i c e 
H i g h 
School and 
participated 
for the varsity 
b a s k e t b a l l 
team.   His 
love for bas-
ketball lasted 
all of his life and mani-
fested every March which 
was his favorite time of 

year, or certainly ap-
peared to be by all that 
knew him.  He helped es-
tablish a thriving bus 
ministry in the early 
1970s while serving at 
First Baptist Church in 
McHenry, Ill.   He also 
helped establish a Chris-
tian school (Fox Valley 
Christian School) at the 
same church.  He loved 
to engage in the collect-
ibles market and loved 
music, both by listening 
and playing guitar.  He 
served honorably in the 
United States Army and 
loved God, his country, 
and family. 

Surviving are two sons, 
Lester Thomas, Jr. of 
Alton, Mo., and Jeffrey 
Thomas of Chicago, Ill.; 
six grandchildren; and 
one great-grandchild. 

He was preceded in 
death by his first wife, 
Majorie Mae Thomas in 
1997; and his second 
wife, Nita Thomas; four 
siblings, Mary Wida-
mene, Ilene York, Wayne 
Thomas, Sylvester 
Thomas; and his parents, 
Ralph Washington and 
Jennie Alice (Culberson) 
Thomas. 

Graveside services are 
at 11 a.m., Saturday, 
July 19 at Cedar Grove 
Cemetery, with burial to 
follow. 

Friends may visit with 
the family from 9-10:30 
a.m., Saturday, July 19 
in the chapel of Boyd Fu-
neral Directors and Cre-
mation Services.  

Paid obituary 

 
Trimble 

Martha Sue Trimble, 
86, of Marion, formerly of 
Murray, died Sunday, 
July 20, 2025. 

She was 
born Sept. 
22, 1938 in 
C a l l o w a y 
County to 
the late 
Troy Cleve 
P a r r i s h 
and Eula 
Grace Burkeen Parrish. 
She retired from Fisher-
Price Mattel, attended 

the Palestine United 
Methodist Church and 
was a member of the 
Cave Springs General 
Baptist Church.  

 
Surviving are a daugh-

ter, Sandra (Danny) Mar-
tin of Marion; a son, 
Steve (Beth) Trimble of 
Symsonia; a sister, Mari-
lyn McKinney of Farm-
ington; four 
grandchildren, Jason 
Martin, Corey Martin, 
Haley Trimble and Ethan 
Trimble; and four great-
grandchildren. 

In addition to her par-
ents, she was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Garlon Trimble; and a 
brother, Troy Jackson 
Parrish. 

Services are at 3 p.m., 
Sunday, July 27 at the 
J.H. Churchill Funeral 
Home & Cremation Serv-
ices in Murray with Bro. 
Heath Martin and Rev. 
Richard Burkeen officiat-
ing. Burial will follow in 
the Jeffery Cemetery. 
Visitation is from noon-3 
p.m., at the funeral 
home. 

Memorial contributions 
may go to the Murray Gi-
deons, P.O. Box 931, 
Murray, KY 42071. 

CRITTENDEN PRESS, Marion, Kentucky 42064, Thursday, July 24, 2025

Deaths

2



The language you use 
when talking about food 
can affect your child’s 
mental, emotional and 
physical health – and 
your own. Children pick 
up on things you say, 
sometimes before you 
even realize it. Foods are 
often described as “good” 
and “bad,” or “healthy” 
and “unhealthy.” But 
what determines which 
category a food belongs 
in? 

Describing food as 
“good” or “healthy” 
comes with good inten-
tions. Some foods are 
more nutrient-dense 
than others, meaning 
they are packed with nu-
trients that support our 
health. These nutrients 
include protein, carbohy-
drates, fat, fiber, vita-
mins, minerals and 
more. But there is more 
to food than just the nu-
trients it provides. 

Food is linked with 
emotions. When we de-
scribe a food or type of 
food with a label like 
“bad” or “unhealthy,” 
feelings of guilt and 
shame can arise when we 
eat those foods. Hearing 
foods described with neg-
ative words may cause 
someone to feel ashamed 
or embarrassed for eat-
ing them. Rather than 
pitting one food against 
another or simplifying 
food to be just one or the 
other, try taking a neu-
tral approach to food. 

Removing moral judg-
ment from food and food 

choices is known as food 
neutrality. A neutral ap-
proach encourages peo-
ple to choose foods that 
meet their 
n e e d s . 
T a k i n g 
this ap-
p r o a c h 
can help 
you and 
your child 
tap into 
the mes-
sages the 
b o d y 
sends re-
g a r d i n g 
food. 

To practice this neutral 
approach, take it one 
step at a time. It may re-
quire some extra “think-
ing before speaking” at 
the beginning, but over 
time the shift will come 
more naturally. Here are 
a few examples of ways 
you can shift your food 
language: 

Instead of saying “I 
don’t need that” or “I 
can’t eat that” when of-
fered dessert, try saying, 
“I am full from dinner.” 
Or simply eat it, enjoy it 
and don’t say anything at 
all. 

Avoid encouraging chil-
dren to eat foods because 
they are “good” for them 
or labeling foods as 
“bad.” Instead, encour-
age them to eat protein to 
help build muscles, fruits 
and vegetables for fiber, 
vitamins and minerals, 
and drink milk for strong 
bones. 

Describe foods by their 

color, texture, shape and 
flavor. 

Recognize food for 
what it provides. Food 
gives you energy in the 
form of calories, some 
more than others. Food 
delivers nutrients that 
support your health. It 
can satisfy a sweet tooth, 
provide comfort during 
sadness, play a role in 
celebrations and offer a 
connection to your cul-
ture. 

As a caregiver, this 
doesn’t mean giving open 
permission to eat all 
foods at all times. There 
may be foods your family 
doesn’t eat or buy for a 
variety of reasons. Pro-
viding an explanation 
can help children under-
stand your decision. 
Consider phrases like 
“We don’t buy that be-
cause it’s not on our list” 
or “Different families eat 
different foods; we are 
eating this today.” 

Every person is differ-
ent. What some children 
and families eat will look 
different from what oth-
ers eat. It’s important to 
support eating habits 
that benefit health for 
both yourself and your 
family. Food neutrality is 
one place to start. 

 
Rebecca Woodall can be 

reached by email at Re-
becca.Woodall@kysu.edu 
or by calling 270-965-5236 
or visiting the Extension of-
fice at 1534 US 60 East on 
the edge of Marion’s city 
limits. 

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County De-

tention Center ended Fis-
cal Year 2025 a few 
weeks ago in the red. It 
was the first time since 
2018 the facility has 
posted a year-end deficit. 
County financial records 
show expenses outpaced 
revenues by $241,659. 

Despite a $166,614 
carryover from the previ-
ous year, the jail’s total 
available funds of 
$3,549,695 fell short of 
its $3,791,354 in annual 
expenses. To close the 
gap and start the new 
budget year, the county 
transferred $309,700 
from its general fund, 
which included opera-
tional cash for FY26 that 
began July 1. 

The decline in revenue 
was tied to several fac-
tors, Jailer Athena Perry 
Hayes said last week at a 
fiscal court meeting, in-
cluding changes in state 
and federal inmate popu-
lations and temporary 
disruptions in program-
based state reimburse-
ments. 

“It has been a bit of a 
perfect storm for jails 
across state,” Hayes said. 
“There is a decreased 
number of inmates out 
there.” 

Those numbers are ev-
ident in state data. As of 
the first week of July, 
there were 7,055 state in-
mates housed in full-ser-
vice county jails across 
Kentucky, down from 
9,245 in 2022. Mean-
while, non-state inmates, 
including federal de-
tainees, numbered 
15,328 this year, up from 
14,040 in 2024. Still, 
local revenue from those 
contracts dropped. 

U.S. Corrections began 
sending more inmates to 
jails closer to Nashville 
earlier this year, Hayes 
said – an effort by Uncle 
Sam to cut travel costs 
and take advantage of 
lower per diem rates else-
where. Crittenden’s fed-
eral per diem recently 
increased, making it one 
of the highest in the area. 
Hayes said she does not 
expect the federal hold-
back to continue long-
term and anticipates 
inmate numbers will re-
cover. 

Federal inmate hous-
ing revenue at Crittenden 
averaged $107,644.50 
per month during the 
first half of calendar 
2025, compared to 

$116,235.25 in 2024. 
Transport fees also fell 
from a 2024 average of 
$13,566.71 down to 
$10,686.48. State inmate 
revenue has dropped to 
$75,250.64 per month in 
calendar year 2025, 
down from $81,220.16 
the previous year. 

State funding tied to 
inmate educational 
achievements also dried 
up toward the end of the 
fiscal year. Hayes said 
the jail lost payments for 
a couple of months when 
the state ran out of 
money to reimburse for 
certificate completions. 

The decline in monthly 
income is reflected in 
broader revenue trends. 
Average monthly jail rev-
enue is $220,631.71 so 
far in 2025, down from 
$234,709.79 in 2024 and 
$230,436.09 in 2021. 
The lowest average in the 
past five years was in 
2023 at $208,736.23. 

At the same time, the 
jail faced operational 
challenges. It was cited in 
a spring inspection for 
being overpopulated, 
Hayes said, one of several 
jails in western Kentucky 
currently over capacity. 
In early July, Crittenden 
was at 106% of rated ca-
pacity. Logan County 
topped the list at 143%. 

Built in 2007 at a cost 
of $7.6 million, the main 
jail is a 133-bed, full-ser-

vice facility. A Restricted 
Custody Center built in 
2016 added space for 39 
low-risk inmates. 

Due to the budgetary 
shortfall, employees at 
the jail received only a 
1% raise this year, com-
pared to 2.9% for other 
county workers. The jail 
has eliminated four posi-
tions over the past two 
years to help manage 
costs, Hayes said. 

Legislative changes fol-
lowing the COVID-19 
pandemic, the jailer ex-
plains, have shifted how 
corrections operates. Ad-
ditionally, more offend-
ers, particularly 
probation violators, are 
being sanctioned rather 
than reincarcerated if 
they’re not deemed a 
safety risk, reducing in-
mate counts across the 
system. 

“Corrections is shifting 
and changing with the 
times and it is affecting 
things,” Hayes told the 
court. “The number of in-
mates in the system is 
lower.” 

Work crews under the 
jail’s supervision have 
continued mowing duties 
around the county. 
Hayes said the crews are 
out as early as 6 a.m. to 
beat the heat and keep 
up with grass growth at 
Riverview Park and other 
locations ahead of the 
Crittenden County Fair. 
Rain has made that effort 
a challenge, she said. 

Though the jail faces 
fiscal pressure, Hayes re-
mains hopeful inmate 
housing figures, particu-
larly at the federal level, 

will rebound in the com-
ing months, helping re-
store revenue stability. 

During recent budget 
meetings, county leaders 
have pointed out the jail 
will need to spend less if 
inmate numbers con-
tinue to remain low. The 
county receives a per 
diem payment of $35.34 

for state inmates and $57 
for federal. 

Jails almost have to 
operate beyond capacity 
to break even, based on 
historic trends across the 
state and particurly in 
Crittenden County. 
When census figures out-
pace beds, inmates are 
put on temporary cots 

called boats. Federal in-
mates cannot be housed 
on temporary beds.  

Judge-Executive Perry 
Newcom said that, given 
the current inmate popu-
lation, the jail will con-
tinue to face budget 
shortfalls unless adjust-
ments are made. 
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Crittenden County Detention Center 
Montly Average 2024 

75.38 
67.69 
21.82 
19.86 

184.75 
195.67 
178.75 

 
 

Montly Average 2024 
$81,220.16 

$116,235.25 
$13,566.71 
$21,399.00 

$1,802.17 
$477.33 

$234,709.79 
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602.83 

$32 
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May 2025 Avg 
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May 2025 
$75,698.28 
$90,858.00 
$9,284.70 

$27,396.00 
$2,160.00 

$560 
$205,956.98 
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June 2025 
$80,151.12 
$93,936.00 

$7,002.30 
$27,468.00 

$1,160.00 
$160.00 

$209,877.42 
 
 

$15,200.00 
380 

$40.00 
12.6 

JAIL CENSUS  
State Inmates 
Federal Inmates 
Other County Inmates 
Critenden County Inmates 
  TOTAL INMATES 
Highest Daily Count 
Lowest Daily Count    

Last Month  REVENUE 
State Housing Payments 
Federal Housing Payments 
Federal Transport Payments 
Lyon Co. Housing Payments 
Other County Housing Payments 
Weekend/Work Release 

TOTAL HOUSING 

Last Month   ANALYSIS 
Cost of Crittenden Inmates 
Numbers of Co. Housing Days 
County Daily Housing Rate 
Avg Daily Population Co. Inmates

DETENTION  
CENTER REPORT 
July  17, 2025   
The Crittenden County 
Detention Center report 
is provided monthly to 
magistrates during Crit-
tenden County Fiscal 
Court meetings. The in-
mate count is an aver-
age for last month. 
 • Federal Inmates $57 Per diem 
 • State Inmates $35.34 Per diem 

• Lyon County Inmates $36.00 
• Other County Inmates $40.00 

 
LAST MONTH CASH FLOW 
Total Receipts    $231,179.14 
Disbursements $316,614.21 

Rebecca  
WOODALL 
EXTENSION AGENT 
FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE 
 

KENTUCKY 
Statewide Inmate Census 

First Week of July Each Year 
2025 

• 7,055 State inmates in 
county jails. 
• 15,328 Non-state inmates in 
county jails (2,477 federal). 
• 12,842 State prison popula-
tion. 

2024 
• 7,349 State inmates in 
county jails. 
• 14,040 Non-state inmates in 
county jails (1,879 federal). 
• 12,820 State prison popula-
tion. 

2023 
• 8,700 State inmates in 
county jails. 
• 14,399 Non-state inmates in 
county jails (1,872 federal). 
• 12,906 State prison popula-
tion. 

2022 
• 9,245 State inmates in 
county jails. 
• 12,731 Non-state inmates in 
county jails (federal not re-
ported). 
• 13,108 State prison popula-
tion.

Jailer: Inmate availability stressing jail budget

State Inmates in Kentucky County Jails 
First of July from 2022 to 2025
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FULL SERVICE KY 
COUNTY JAILS  

   Here are population rates in 
western Kentucky’s full-service 
county jails on first week of 
July 2025. The number is 
based on official bed capacity. 
Anything over 100% is techni-
cally overpopulated.  
 
Logan County          143% 
Warren County         121% 
McCracken County  120% 
Henderson County   115% 
Crittenden County    106% 
Christian County      104% 
Daviess County       104% 
Ballard County           99% 
Hopkins County         99% 
Calloway County        95% 
Todd County              88% 
Muhlenberg County   77% 
Fulton County            74% 
Webster County         69%

Shift into Food Neutral 

Choosing how we speak 
could benefit our bellies

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County Fis-

cal Court is considering a 
plan to codify all of its or-
dinances dating back to 
1989, creating a stream-
lined and searchable ref-
erence database. County 
Attorney Bart Frazer 
spearheaded the initia-
tive by securing an 
$11,000 grant to digitize 
and publish the ordi-
nances, mirroring a sim-
ilar effort recently 
completed by the City of 
Marion. 

No formal action was 
taken during the court’s 
meeting last week, but 
the topic sparked consid-
erable discussion. Frazer 
explained that codifica-
tion would allow the 
county to better enforce 
some rules, such as 
those involving dogs at 
large, by clearly linking 
local policies to state 
statutes. However, some 
county officials ex-
pressed reservations 
about including state law 
references that do not 
align with local priorities. 

“If you want to strike 
through things not 
specifically referenced in 
existing ordinances, you 
can,” Frazer told magis-
trates, noting that the 
digital code would be up-
dated annually at a cost 
to the county. “This doc-
ument is not one to 
adopt and put on a 
shelf.” 

Sheriff Evan Head em-
phasized that a signifi-
cant number of 
complaints his office re-
ceives involve dogs. He 
believes codification 
could give the county 
more authority. 

“There are no teeth in 
trying to keep dogs off a 
neighbor’s property,” 
Head said. “People in the 
county know there are no 
repercussions. This 
would give us some 
teeth.” 

Judge-Executive Perry 
Newcom expressed con-
cern that adopting a 
broadly codified version 
could unintentionally im-
plement regulations that 
don't reflect current 
county law. 

“I support it being 
stricken if it doesn’t ref-
erence county ordi-
nance,” he said. 

Newcom also warned 
that certain provisions in 
the proposed codification 
could impact agricultural 
practices. 

Sheriff Head raised 
concerns about the en-
forceability of the 
county’s current noise 
ordinance. 

“There’s a decibel num-
ber that we cannot meas-
ure,” he said, noting that 
the lack of proper tools to 
gauge violations leaves 
law enforcement in a 
bind. He suggested the 
language be revised to 
make the ordinance en-
forceable. 

Frazer acknowledged 
other inconsistencies. 
For instance, the county 
lacks an ordinance about 
roadside parking, some-
thing he said this new 
model would include. 

“We need some assis-
tance in this area,” he 
said. “One big, beautiful 
ordinance.” 

Despite the appeal of 
an all-inclusive code 
book, county leaders sig-
naled they will need more 
time to review individual 
components. Newcom 
stressed that any new or-
dinance needs to be put 
before the people before 
being enacted. He be-
lieves a blanket adoption 
of a broad codification or-
dinance is unacceptable. 

Planning and zoning 
regulations are not in-
cluded in the current  
version under considera-

tion. 
The court plans to con-

tinue discussions in the 
near future. For now, the 
codification project re-
mains in the study 
phase, with no vote 
taken on adoption. 

In other business be-
fore the fiscal court last 
week, magistrates ap-
proved a request to ex-
tend a right-of-way 
contract that will allow 
TDS Telecom to place 
new internet panels on 
its current system. The 
improvements will en-
hance internet service for 
TDS customers. 

•Pennyrile Area Devel-
opment District is pro-
viding a drone to county 
emergency management 
divisions across the re-
gion. The county has 
three licensed pilots who 
will be able to operate the 
aircraft. They are Police 
Chief Bobby West, Police-
man Jerry Parker and 
Constable Paul Beard. 

•The county renewed 
its contract with a host 
for its website. The site, 
by law, must meet ADA 
requirements for the 
hearing and visually im-
paired. Cost is $1,440 
annually. 

•The court accepted 
the resignation of Tony 
Travis from Crittenden-
Livingston Water Dis-
trict’s Board of Directors. 
A replacement will be 
named later to complete 
the term, which expires 
in 2028. 

•Former Magistrate 
Dan Wood was appointed 
to the Marion-Crittenden 
County Ethics Board, 
joining two others al-
ready appointed to the 
panel by the City of Mar-
ion. Those are Susan 
Yarbrough and former 
Mayor Mickey Alexander.

 CRITTENDEN COUNTY FISCAL COURT

1-YEAR EMAIL SUBSCRIPTION $32

Magistrates taking slower 
steps on codifying process 
Internet, board resignation & appointment on agenda



Penn-Belt honored 
with unsung award 

Kathey Penn-Belt, Commu-
nity Services Block Grant (CSBG) 
Coordinator in Crittenden 
County, has been named a re-
cipient of the prestigious Heart 
of a Kentuckian Unsung Hero 
Award. 

Penn-Belt was 
nominated by PACS 
CEO Harold Monroe 
for her tireless 
work serving the 
region’s most vul-
nerable residents. 
Among her many 
acts of compassion, she re-
cently helped a homeless cou-
ple secure housing, utilities 
and furnishings through CSBG 
and LIHEAP assistance. In an-
other instance, she found 
housing, employment and 
transportation for an 18-year-
old student who had been 
forced to leave home. 

Penn-Belt’s efforts continue 
to exemplify the mission of 
community service and have 
earned her statewide recogni-
tion for going above and be-
yond in her role. She has been 
employed by PACS for 26 years. 

 

Davidson is retiring 
from KY Farm Bureau 

Longtime Kentucky Farm Bu-
reau agent and manager Larry 
Davidson is retiring at the end 
of this month after 44 years in 
the insurance busi-
ness. 

Davidson, 77, 
will celebrate a 
birthday early next 
month and said 
he’s looking for-
ward to the free-
dom—but he’s not 
sure what retirement will bring. 

“That’s the reason I worked 
for so long. I don’t have any 
hobbies like hunting, fishing or 
golfing,” he said. 

He plans to spend more time 
with his wife of 60 years, 
Bonita, and his grown children, 
Russ Davidson and Robyn Tay-
lor. He has two grandchildren 
and seven great-grandsons. 

A native of the Frances area, 
Davidson spent 14 professional 
years as a licensed embalmer 
and funeral director. He has 
maintained those licenses his 
entire life, but has no plans to 
put them to use. 

Farm Bureau will name a re-
placement for Davidson soon. 

 

County working on 
delinquent tax list 

Crittenden County continues 
to check its business rolls and 
has found about 60 entities 
operating in the county without 
a license. Letters have gone out 
to those and another round is 
expected soon. 

Additionally, enforcement 
letters are soon going out to 
those who are delinquent in 
years prior to 2024. Those 
more recent have been given 
an extension by state and fed-
eral governments due to effects 
of storms.  

The county’s net profits and 
payroll tax recently went up 
from 0.5% to 1.5%. Business li-
cense fees also went up from 
$25 to $50 annually. 

 

KY files suit against 
online giant Temu 

Kentucky Attorney General 
Russell Coleman has filed a 
lawsuit against Chinese online 
retail giant Temu, accusing the 
company of illegally harvesting 
consumer data, violating pri-
vacy laws, trafficking counter-
feit goods, and exploiting 
forced labor. 

The suit, filed last week in 
Woodford County Circuit Court, 
claims Temu’s mobile shopping 
app covertly collects personal 
data from users without con-
sent, shares that data with the 
Chinese Communist govern-
ment, and undermines trusted 
U.S. brands, including Kentucky 
icons such as the University of 
Kentucky, University of 
Louisville, Buffalo Trace Distill-
ery and Churchill Downs. 

“Temu’s cheap products and 
flashy marketing hide real dan-
ger,” said Coleman. “Their plat-
form can infect Kentuckians’ 

devices with malware, steal 
their personal data and send it 
directly to the Chinese govern-
ment.” 

Temu, owned by PDD Hold-
ings, has become the most-
downloaded app in the U.S., 
but the complaint alleges it 
shares code with Pinduoduo, a 
sister app banned from U.S. 
platforms for malware con-
cerns. The suit also links Temu 
to the use of forced labor by 
Chinese ethnic minorities, in 
violation of U.S. trade laws. 

The lawsuit further accuses 
Temu of misleading practices, 
including counterfeit merchan-
dise, fake reviews and unau-
thorized charges using 
customers’ payment informa-
tion. 

The case is being led by 
Consumer and Senior Protec-
tion Division Chief Chris Lewis, 
Office of Regulatory Relief Ex-
ecutive Director Stephen 
Humphress and Assistant At-
torney General Lyndsey Antos. 

 

Public radio at MSU 
bracing for cuts 

Murray State University’s 
public radio station WKMS is 
bracing for major financial fall-
out following the U.S. House 
vote to eliminate federal fund-
ing for public media. 

The decision ends govern-
ment support for the Corpora-
tion for Public Broadcasting, 
which funnels vital funds to 
local stations. WKMS will lose 
$215,000, or 14.6% of its an-
nual budget, as a result. 

“These cuts are devastating,” 
WKMS stated in a message to 
listeners last week, but reaf-
firmed its commitment to pub-
lic service journalism, music 
programming, and community 
engagement. The station said 
program changes may be nec-
essary in the coming months 
but emphasized that 85% of its 
support already comes from 
local sources. 

In a related move, Kentucky 
Educational Television (KET) 
announced it will not provide 
coverage of the 2025 Fancy 
Farm Picnic, citing the funding 
cuts. The annual political 
speaking event has long been a 
KET staple. 

WKMS has launched a local 
fundraising appeal to help off-
set the loss. 

 

Show-only tickets are 
left for Steel Magnolias 

Tickets for the Community 
Arts Foundation’s Sept. 20 and 
21 production of Steel Magno-
lias at Fohs Hall went on sale 
Saturday and are going fast. 
Dinner tickets for the Saturday 
show have sold out. 

Saturday show-only tickets 
are available for the Sept. 20 
performance, which begins at 
7:30 p.m. Price is $15 adults 
and $10 students. The Sunday, 
Sept. 21 matinee is at 2:30 
p.m. Tickets are $20 floor; $15 
gallery and balcony adults and 
$10 students.  For the Sunday 
matinee, Shelby’s punch will be 
served in the lobby. Tickets can 
be purchased online at the CAF 
Facebook page or go to the 
website CommunityArtsFoun-
dation.org. 

Doors open 30 minutes prior 
to each show. The venue, Fohs 
Hall, is historic and does not 
have an elevator. 

 

Livingston school 
board passes plans 
for standard items 

Livingston County Board of 
Education met last week and 
approved several stan-
dard items for the up-
coming school year, 
including financial re-
ports, personnel mat-
ters, the student code 
of conduct and up-
dates to policy and 
evaluation plans. 

Board members also 
signed off on the dis-
trict’s wellness plan 
and authorized up to 
four emergency teach-
ing certificates to address 
staffing needs. A new commu-
nication system related to Sen-
ate Bill 181 was also approved. 

At the board’s June meeting, 
members approved the pur-
chase of a 72-passenger 
school bus with air condition-
ing and signed a contract with 
Parent Square, a communica-
tion platform aimed at improv-
ing school-to-home 
messaging. The board also ap-
pointed Jennifer Gosselin as 
chair of the Certified Evaluation 
Plan Appeals Panel, and Kristy 
Nelson as the alternate. 

 

Free hearing tests 
next week at MBC 

KY HEARS will be in Critten-
den County later this month 
offering free hearing tests and 
resources as part of a commu-
nity outreach initiative. The 
two-day hearing clinic will be 
held from 9 a.m., to 2 p.m., on 
July 30 and 31 at Marion Bap-
tist Church. Services are pro-
vided by the Heuser Hearing 
Institute and aim to improve 
hearing health access in rural 
communities. No cost is asso-
ciated with the screenings, but 
appointments are encouraged. 
For more information or to 
schedule, call 800-958-9610 
or send an email to 
hkyhears@thehearinginstitute.org. 
Additional details can be found 
online at www.kyhears.org. 

 

Trail of Tears event 
hosts author of book 
on Cherokee adoption 

The Trail of Tears annual 
meeting and membership drive 
will be held at 4 p.m. Saturday, 
Aug. 2, at the George Coon 
Public Library Auditorium in 
Princeton. 

Guest speaker will be Gary 
Collier of Paris, Tenn., author 
of A Mother’s Burden, a book 
with Caldwell County connec-
tions documenting Cherokee 
heritage. 

A gift basket from Newsom’s 
will be raffled as a fundraiser, 
with proceeds benefiting the 
association and the drawing to 
be held at the Black Patch Fes-
tival in September. 

For more information, contact 
Linda Johnson Higgins at 270-
365-9071. 

 
 

Between Printed Editions  
Tune in to The Press Online 

for breaking news.  
We also ask that you subscribe to  

our YouTube Channel.  
It’s a Free Service to Our Readers! 
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Davidson

Belt

50 YEARS AGO 
July 24, 1975 
n R.F. Brown Chevrolet Buick, Inc., opened its new show-
room and garage on Sturgis Rd., in Marion. Its expansion 
provided space for a wider selection of ’75 Vegas, Novas, 
Monte Carols, Chevelles, Caprices, Impalas, Camaros, 
Corvettes and Chevy trucks. A grand opening offered 
drawings for free gasoline, refreshments and entertain-
ment by Tom Asbridge and the Nite Life. 
n Beavers Brothers Texas on South Main was celebrating 
its 15th year in business. Some of the business’ products 
included Goodyear and McCreary tires, Titan batteries and 
Texaco products. Employees were Joey Kimsey, Richard 
Brown, Ken Beavers, Jerry Beavers, Steve Gilland, “Red” 
Marshall and Vernon Lanham. 
n Markeeta Brown, a Crittenden County High School sen-
ior, earned 11 awards at the Murray State University 
women’s basketball camp. Other CCHS athletes attending 
the camp were Cindy Brookshire, who won three awards; 
Teresa Fox, who won an award; and Jeanie Curnel, who 
also earned an award. 
n Jeff Matz and Ellis Simmons attended the Western Ken-
tucky University football camp. Ellis won first place in a 
track competition for 11-year-olds. 
n Some of the members of Marion Swim Team who 
earned first-place ribbons in a meet against the Ohio 
County Swim Team were Donnetta Oliver, Troy Fox, Bear 
Greenwell, Kristie Hughes, Kevin Brewer, Rhonda Kirk 
and Sara Kelly Belt. 
 

25 YEARS AGO 
July 20, 2000 
n In a 3-2 vote, Marion City Council had lengthy discus-
sion but opted to keep parking meters downtown. 
n A M60A3 tank became a lawn ornament at Marion’s Na-
tional Guard Armory after being stripped of its electronics 
and engine. Most M60s were built in 1963 and put into 
service in 1965. 
n Minister David Williams returned to Marion Church of 
Christ.  
n Scott Rich placed fifth in the state FFA Quiz Contest. 
n Porcelain artist Paula Collins, known around the world 
as one of the best in her field, hosted a group of women 
from Europe who visited Marion to attend Collins’ training. 
n Rookie league all star members from Crittenden County 
were Terry Werne, Dillon Thornton, Casey Oliver, Alec 
Pierce, Joey Pluskota, David Worley, Cody Brown, Sam-
mie Jo Quisenberry, Cody McDonald, Alex Wood and 
Dylan Clark. Coaches were Steve Wood, Vince Clark, 
Joey Oliver and Jeff Porter. 

10 YEARS AGO 
July 23, 2015 
n Marion Country Club was purchased by Eddie King, 76, 
who was born in the Frances community. 
n Western Kentucky Youth Camp, with an emphasis on 
friendship, fun and faith, hosted 1,500 campers during the 
summer of 2015. The camp, operated by the Church of 
Christ, was managed by retired Crittenden County teach-
ers Greg and Dawn Hollamon. 
n Overall points winners in the Crittenden County football 
team’s 15th annual ironman competition were skilled posi-
tion players Landon Brooks, Seth Birdwell, Adam Beavers, 
Ethan Hunt and Devon Nesbitt. High points winners for 
linemen were Travis Fitzgerald, Travis McKinney, Jake 
Ellington, Gary McConnell and Devin Hopper. 
 

Read Brenda Underdown’s 
Forgotten Passages column 

at The Press Online 

Activity Report   

Here is Crittenden County Sheriff Evan Head’s 
monthly activity for his department. 

                                              January       February 

Collisions Investigated 

Complaints 

Papers Served 

Unsuccessful Service Attempts 

Total Service Attempts 

Transports 

Special Detail 

Training Hours 

Verbal Warning 

Courtesy Notice 

Criminal Citation 

Officer Assist 

Building Checks 

Total Manhours 

Bailiff Court Hours 

Cases Opened 

Felony Arrests 

Followup Investigations 

Misdemeanor Arrests 

Motorist Assists 

DUIs 

Traffic Citations 

General Policing 

Call for Service 
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By the time a sound 
engineer gets to the pro-
cess of mastering a song 
for production, they have 
heard every track on its 
own. They have heard all 
of them dozens of times. 
They spend time, some-
times hours, making tiny 
adjustments that I could 
never hear to get the 
right volume, bal-
ance, and sound 
quality required. 
It is then given to 
the world to enjoy. 

Now, imagine 
this sound engi-
neer hearing her 
perfectly mastered 
work on the radio. 
It is being blasted 
out of a truck win-
dow with the bass 
cranked up so 
high as to distort 
the whole environ-
ment – not to say 
what has been done to 
the music.  

Part of my vocation is 
to stand before a congre-
gation each week and at-
tempt to deliver, in 22 1/2 
minutes, something ex-
pressing truth and worth 
hearing. I learned long 
ago that I am not preach-
ing one sermon. I am 
preaching as many ser-
mons as there are people 
hearing it. I cannot count 

the number of times 
someone has approached 
me afterward and either 
thanked or criticized me 
for the message. The only 
difficulty is that the mes-
sage they received was 
not at all the one that I 
thought I was delivering.  

This is both humbling 
and exciting. Humbling 

when the message 
sends one off in a 
direction I con-
sider unhelpful. 
Exciting when I 
have accidentally 
said something 
profound. This ex-
perience has 
taught me to take 
what I do se-
riously and myself 
less so. 

Many teachers 
(especially early in 
their careers) 
spend hours pre-

paring their lesson plans. 
They put the work in, do 
everything according to 
the requirements of cur-
riculum and best prac-
tice. There are days when 
they arrive at school 
ready to deliver what the 
students need only to be 
blindsided by an admin-
istrative glitch or a stu-
dent who had a 
particularly bad night or 
morning before school. 

Sometimes things are 
such that the lesson plan 
may need to be delayed 
while an urgent situation 
is handled. 

Anyone who has been 
in a teaching or produc-
ing situation knows the 
frustration of doing 
something well only to 
have the work criticized, 
distorted or destroyed by 
someone who has no idea 
what they are doing. 
Anyone who has had the 
experience of teaching or 
public speaking knows 
what it is like to deliver 
clear instruction and yet 
not be heard correctly. 

Clearly communicating 
is one of the most decep-
tively difficult things we 
do daily. Have you ever 
had a friendly gesture or 
light-hearted comment 
received in exactly the 
opposite spirit in which it 
was intended? It is also 
tempting for us to answer 
with words that we think 
someone wants to hear 
rather than what we 
want to say. Miscom-
munication occurs for 
many reasons, one of 
them being that we do 
not all share the same 
context and life experi-
ence. This causes us to 
hear things that are not 
being said and not hear 

what is being said. When 
God created the world 
and everything in it by 
speaking to the chaos, he 
created a very good 
world. It was one in 
which human beings 
were given a task (have 
dominion and take care 
of this gift of creation), a 
future (be fruitful and 
multiply), and a limita-
tion (do not eat of the tree 
of knowledge of good and 
evil). All of this was to be 
accepted as a gift and 
with trust and faith in 
the care that God would 
give. 

We know the story. 
Human beings have mis-
understood the task, 
often made the future 
frightening, and have al-
ways chosen their own 
understanding of the 
knowledge of good and 
evil. The users of the cre-
ation have distorted its 
beauty. The hearers of 
the message have dis-
torted the message. The 
students have failed to 
hear the instruction.  

This is not hopeless. It 
is humbling. It does not 
mean we quit trying. It 
means we keep trying 
and stop taking our-
selves so seriously. The 
same God that created 
us still knows what he is 

doing even when we don’t 
know what we are doing. 
I continue to do all I can 
to reduce the distortion 
around me by staying 
connected to the source 
of life.  

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville. 
He holds a doctoral de-
gree in ministry. Youmay 
contact him at sean.nies-
trath@outlook.com.
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Community Calendar 
Call (270) 965-3191 to share your organization’s  

meetings in this free, weekly community calendar.

Thursday, July 24 
• Line dancing begins at 9:30 a.m., at the Crittenden  
County Senior Center. 
• Crittenden County Extension Service is hosting a fall 
vegetable garden class at 5:30 p.m., at the annex. 
Tuesday, July 29 
• Rinse and Return will be held at the Crittenden 
County Extension Office from 9-11 a.m. 
Wednesday, July 30 
• Walk in the Park begins at 3 p.m., at City-County 
Park. 

Reduce distortion in order to connect to message

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist
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Pastors more 
bi-vocational 
KENTUCKY TODAY 

The National Survey of 
Religious Leaders (NSRL) 
report revealed 35 per-
cent of all clergy in the 
U.S. serve bivocationally, 
holding an additional job 
outside of their congrega-
tional ministry. 

The study found al-
most half (47 percent) re-
port having a second job. 
Around a third of Black 
Protestant pastors are bi-
vocational (35 percent), 
while it is much rarer 
among Catholics (14 per-
cent) and mainline Pro-
testants (11 percent). 



for sale
Queen size red metal bed 
with 昀esta quilt and pil-
lows, free mattress, clean 
and excellent condition, 
$400; dog pen (10x10x6) 
1 year old, excellent 
shape, $300. Call (270) 
704-2884. (2t-30-p)
(2) 15’ x 6”, 8” I-Beam, 
$100. (270) 988-2526. 
(2t-28-p)
Graco LineLazer V 3900-
dual head striper for seal-
coating equipment, used 
one season. $9,000 OBO. 
(270) 969-1559. (tfc)
Classi昀ed advertising 
works! Customers tell us 
they sell their items faster 
than they expect by listing 
in The Crittenden Press! 
Call (270) 965-3191 to 
post a classi昀ed ad.

auto
Build your own off-road 
vehicle. 1994 Jeep Chero-
kee Sport 4x4, 4 door with 
hatchback tailgate. No 
engine, automatic trans-
mission (transmission still 
mounted in Jeep), tires 

still fairly new, plus still 
has air conditioner with 
it. $800. (270) 988-2526. 
(2t-28-p)
2008 Ford F250 Super-
Duty reg. Cab XL pick-
up, 2-door, bright yellow 
and black. Has Tommy 
Gate, construction lights 
on top. Well maintained 
and maintenance, 91,000 
miles. $9,000 OBO. (270) 
969-1559. (tfc)

real estate
House for sale: 3 BR, 
1 bath, metal roof, yard 
barn, garden plot, locat-
ed at 220 S. Weldon St., 
Marion. Great neighbors, 
Reduced to $43,000. No 
land contracts. (270) 704-
4445. (2t-30-p)
For Sale by Owner: Com-
mercial building located at 
73 Nichols Ave., Marion, 
Ky. 60x100 with heat and 
air, 2 of昀ce spaces and 
bathroom. Contact (770) 
527-0910. $265,000-Ne-
gotiable. Possible owner 
昀nancing. (4t-27-p)

services
CONCRETE WORK: 
Parking lots, garages, 
steel buildings, walls, 
sidewalks, driveways, 
room additions, rock drive-
ways, clean ditches. Call 
for quote (270) 724-4672, 
Joe Mattingly Concrete 
Construction. (12t-40-p)

notices
No hunting or trespassing 
on Don Herrin Farms LLC. 

WIll prosecute. (42-tfc).
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for 
sale, auction etc. in this 
newspaper plus 83 oth-
er Kentucky newspapers 
including The Paducah 
Sun, Kentucky New Era 
(Hopkinsville), The Stur-
gis News, The (Princeton) 
Times Leader, The (Prov-
idence) Journal-Enter-
prise, The Union County 
Advocate, The Henderson 
Gleaner, The Livingston 
Ledger and The (Madi-
sonville) Messenger and 
for only $250. Save time 
and money by making 
one call for all! For more 
information, contact the 
classi昀ed department at 
(270) 965-3191 or email 
us at advertising@the-
press.com.

bid notice

The Crittenden County 
Board of Education is ac-
cepting sealed bids for 
OLD LANGUAGE ARTS 
TEXTBOOKS.
Sealed bids must be sub-
mitted to CCBOE at 601 
West Elm Street, Marion, 
Kentucky  42064, by Fri-
day, July 25, 2025 at 1:00 
p.m. at which time they 
will be opened. Please 
contact the Central Of昀ce 
(270) 965-3525 to obtain 
a list.
Crittenden County Board 
of Education reserves the 
right to reject any or all 
bids. (1t-28-c)
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The county fairs of the 
1940s had several differ-
ent varieties of exhibits, 
but it seems the horse 
show and the trotting 
races were the main at-
tractions. The fair-
grounds were sit up at 
the Crayne Field, which 
used to be where the live-
stock barns are just out-
side of Marion. Ross 
Crayne was the man re-
sponsible for the building 
of the harness race track 
that was once located 
there. From the archives 
of The Crittenden Press, 
here are some highlights. 

––––– 
Aug. 15, 1947 – Crittenden 
County Fair Scheduled  

Crittenden County will 
again have a county fair 
this year, and the Ellis 
Ordway Post 111 of the 
American Legion will 
sponsor the event. The 
fair is scheduled for three 
days, Sept. 17, 18, and 
19.  Arrangements have 
been made to have the 
fair at Crayne Field, one 
and one-half miles north 
of Marion, on U.S. 60 
where the track of the 
Crittenden County Trot-
ting Association is lo-
cated. 

In connection with the 
fair will be held a horse 
show, which will be fea-
tured each of the three 
nights, and trotting races 
will be held during the 
fair under the jurisdic-
tion of the U.S. Trotting 
Association.  The races 
will be of registered stock 
and races will be official 
races run under the Trot-
ting Association rules 
and regulations. 

Various exhibits in 
livestock, poultry, 
flowers, seed corn and 
school exhibits will be 
scheduled.  The livestock 
and exhibits will be 
under waterproof tents, 
and horses will be 
stabled in the new barn 
at the trotting track. 

Carson Davidson, act-
ing publicity director for 
the Legion, stated that 
there would be conces-
sions and rides at the 
fair. Efforts are being 
made to obtain a grand-
stand for the horse show 
and the races, and box 
seats are being sold, with 
100 on sale. 

Free bus transporta-
tion has been arranged to 
carry patrons to the fair-
grounds. The bus will 
leave from the court-
house and will shuttle 

back and forth through-
out the day. 

––––– 
Judges for Exhibits 

Exhibitors planning to 
show animals in 
various livestock 
d e p a r t m e n t s 
should contact 
the department 
heads as soon as 
possible.  Follow-
ing are in charge 
of departments:   

• Beef Cattle – 
James E. Carter, 
and Bruce 
Wheeler. 

• Dairy Cattle – 
R. C. Nichols, 
and S. D. Loyd 

• Hogs – R. U. 
Terry, and W. E. 
Arflack 

• Sheep – Oral 
Weldon and Joe 
Dean 

• Poultry – E. G. Taylor 
and Wallis Morris 

• Hybrid Seed Corn – 
George F. Patmor 

• Flowers – Mrs. George 
Winn and Mrs. Hollis 
Franklin 

• Rural School Exhibits 
– Raymond Thurman 

The rural school ex-
hibits will be divided into 
two classes with one-
teacher schools compet-
ing against one-room 
schools, and schools with 
two or more teachers 
competing against other 
schools with same qual-
ifications. 

––––– 
Aug. 29, 1947 – American 
Legion reports events 

The American Legion 
reports that plans and 
preparations for the Crit-
tenden County Fair are 
well underway. Pre-
miums and amount of 
prize money had been de-
cided, with a total of 
$4,450 being offered. 

The harness races will 
be a new feature in Crit-
tenden County, since 
there have never been 
such in this county, and 
will be worth seeing as 75 
to 100 horses of first 
quality are expected to 
participate in the races.  
Six harness races begin 
at 1:30 in the afternoon.   

One running race will 
be held daily, and entries 
in these will be of local 
farm horses the first two 
days, and of local mules 
on the third day. All farm 
boys are urged to enter 
their horses and mules in 
these races. 

The horse show will be 
scheduled at eight o’clock 

each night of the fair and 
well be held in front of 
the grandstand under 
lights. It is expected that 
this event will be the big-

gest horse show 
ever in the 
county.  

A carnival is 
expected to be 
on the grounds 
each night of the 
fair, and con-
tracts have been 
made for food 
and drink con-
cessions. 

––––– 
Sept. 26, 1947 – 
Closing com-
ments 

The Crittenden 
County Fair 
which repre-
sented a lot of 
hard work for a 

lot of folks and for the 
Ellis B. Ordway Post of 
the American legion in 
particular, was good and 
enjoyable. We liked the 
races and the horse 
shows and the school ex-
hibits. 

The Livestock Show 
was good but not good 
enough. Next year, let’s 
have an increased pre-
mium list in this particu-
lar department of the 
fair. More and better live-
stock for Crittenden will 
really help the county. 
The quality of the pure-
bred livestock exhibited 
was fine, another indica-
tion that Crittenden 
County is making pro-
gress in that direction,   

The flower show was 
much under par, due in 
large measure, to the re-
cent dry weather.  And 
next year there possibly 
should be a special de-
partment for the women 
with fine handwork and 
for those interested in 
antiques a special classi-
fication for old quilts, old 
dishes, etc., 

––––– 
Highlights of the 1949 
County Fair 

The Crittenden County 
Fair four-day and night 
program has been com-
pleted. Workers are busy 
erecting tents, building 
stalls, pens and taking 
care of all last minute 
preparations for the big-
gest Crittenden County 
Fair ever held in Marion. 
It will start on schedule 
Tuesday morning 9 
o’clock July 19 with the 
judging of livestock. All 
livestock exhibitors are 
hereby notified that their 

entries in all livestock 
rigs must be on the 
ground not later than 
Monday, July 18 the day 
before the fair. 

Tuesday afternoon at 1 
o’clock, the harness 
races start. There will be 
six races, three heats 
each, is 24 Class Trot 
and 18 Class pace for 
$1,000 each. 

Judy Peebles and her 
electric organ will be on 
the grounds the entire 
week and furnish the 
music for the races each 
afternoon and also the 
night programs. 

Tuesday night at 8 
o’clock we have arranged 
a very special program – 
singing by the Marion 
Quartette, Gospel 
Singers, Lynn Orr Jr. 
Quartette.  Music by Ray 
Wilson’s Band, about 2 
1/2 hours of entertain-
ment that we all like so 
well. 

Wednesday morning 
will be the flower judging 
and judging of home-
makers exhibits. 

More horse racing in 
the afternoon at 1 o’clock 
will be two $1,000 races 
for the 18 Class Trotters, 
3 heats, and 2 heats for 2 
year-old Pacers. 

Wednesday night, 8 
o’clock the first night of 
our horse show, we will 
call in eight different 
rings of show horses for 
your entertainment. We 
expect the largest 

number of show horses 
this year ever to be in 
Marion. 

Thursday’s racing 
starts at 1 o’clock with 24 
Class Pacers and 2-year 
old Trotting Colts going a 
total of 5 heats for 
$2,000.  We also plan on 
having our mule races on 
this day. 

Thursday night is 
championship night for 
show horses. You can’t 
afford to miss this night 
as this is when the 
champions in all classes 
are selected. 

Friday racing program 
includes three heat free 
for all Pace; three heat 
free for all Trot; and pos-
sibly some over night 
events for horses that 
have not raced. 

Friday night will close 
the fair with the biggest 
event of the week – the 
Team Pulling Contest at 
8 o’clock in front of the 
Grand Stand. All team 

owners who expect to 
enter this contest will 
have their teams at Max-
well’s scales at 5 o’clock 
Friday afternoon and all 
be weighed at the same 
time. 

Plenty of good food and 
cold drinks, so come 
early and spend the day. 
Free bus service to and 
from the Fairgrounds 
every hour from the court 
house. 

––––– 
Fun to read about the 

events and activities of 
long ago.  A really antici-
pated community event 
since there weren’t as 
many other activities 
going on back then.  

 
(Brenda Underdown is 

chair of Crittenden County 
Historical Society and a 
member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical Soci-
ety. Much more local history 
can be found at OurForgot-
tenPassages.blogspot.com.)
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Horses main attraction of early county fairs

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

Harness racing was a large attraction at the 1949 Crittenden County Fair held at 
Crayne Field.   
 

LEGAL NOTICE 
The Crittenden County Treasurer’s Settlement for 
FY 2024-2025 is available for inspection at the 
Crittenden County Judge-Executive’s office during 
normal business hours.  The financial settlement 
is, according to Kentucky Statue, available for 
public viewing in hard copy format at the Judge’s 
office in lieu of publishing the entire document in 
the newspaper.  For more information, contact the 
County Judge-Executive’s office at (270) 965-
5251. 
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WIFFLE BALL 

Last JHF Princeton event 

   The final Jake Hodge Foundation 
Wiffle Ball Tournament fundraiser at 
the Princeton venue will be held Aug. 
1–2 on Little Field of Dreams and Lit-
tle Yankee Stadium, located at 1301 
South Jefferson St. The annual event 
has raised more than $500,000 in 
scholarships for high school seniors 
and has become a cherished tradition 
uniting communities through friendly 
competition. Organizers are inviting 
the public to take part in this farewell 
celebration, which will feature Wiffle 
Ball games, laughter and a strong 
sense of community spirit. 
  Proceeds from the event continue to 
benefit students pursuing higher edu-
cation, supporting the foundation’s 
long-running mission to help local 
youth succeed. This year’s tourna-
ment aims to honor the legacy of sup-
port built over the years while 
celebrating the impact the event has 
had across the region. 
   Plans are to continue the event in 
some form at another location in the 
future. 
 
BASKETBALL 

Former CCHS coach dies 

   James “Big Norm” Weaver, who 
coached basketball at Crittenden 
County High School from 1980 to 
1982, has died at age 79. Weaver led 
the Rockets for two seasons, compil-
ing a 19-31 record during his time in 
Marion. A standout player at Allen 
County High School and Western 
Kentucky University, Weaver went on 
to a long career in coaching and 
school administration across Ken-
tucky. He was inducted into multiple 
athletic halls of fame. His full obituary 
appears on page 2. 
 
GOLF 

QB fundraising event 

   The annual Ronnie Myers and Pippi 
Hardin Crittenden County Quarterback 
Club tournament will be held at noon, 
Wednesday, Aug. 13 at Deer Lakes 
Golf Course in Salem. To register, call 
Darrick Myers at (270) 704-1225. Cost 
is $300 which includes meal, cart, and 
mulligans. 
 
FOOTBALL 

CCMS football practice 

   Although Crittenden County Middle 
School football practice has started, 
coach Ethan Dossett says players 
may still join the team. Practices are  
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Fri-
day from 5-7 p.m., on campus. For 
more information, contact Dossett at 
270-969-8166. 
 
OUTDOORS 

Hunting Seasons 

  Here are so me of the most common 
hunting opportunities currently in sea-
son or coming up:  
Bullfrog                          May 16 - Oct 31 
Coyote night, no lights    July 1 - Nov 30 
Squirrel                            Aug 16 - Nov 7 
Dove                               Sept 1 - Oct 26 
Crow                                 Sep 1 - Nov 9 
Canada goose              Sept 1 - Sept 15 
Deer archery                   Sept 6 - Jan 19 

Turkey archery                Sept 6 - Jan 19 
Deer crossbow          Sept 20 - Jan 19 

Early wood duck                    Sept 20-24 
Teal                                        Sept 20-24 
Turkey crossbow              Oct 1 - Oct 19 
Raccoon                           Oct 1 - Feb 28 
Deer Youth                           Oct 11-12 

Deer muzzleloader               Oct 18-19 

Turkey shotgun                       Oct 25-21 
Woodcock                        Oct 25 - Nov 7 
Deer gun                               Nov 8-23 
Turkey crossbow             Nov 8 - Dec 31 
Bobcat trapping             Nov 10 - Feb 28 
Squirrel                          Nov 10 - Feb 28 
Quail                              Nov 10 - Feb 10 
Rabbit                            Nov 10 - Feb 10 
Raccoon trapping          Nov 10 - Feb 28  
Woodcock                     Nov 10 - Dec 10 
Coyote trapping             Nov 10 - Feb 28 
Bobcat                           Nov 15 - Feb 28 
Youth waterfowl                           Nov 22 
Duck                             Nov 27 - Nov 30 
Canada goose               Nov 27 - Feb 15 
Snow Ross goose         Nov 27 - Feb 15 
White-fronted goose      Nov 27 - Feb 15  
Dove                               Nov 27 - Dec 7 
Coyote night, lights      Dec 1 - March 31 
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IRONMAN 
LEADERS 

Overall Points 
1. Trae Taylor 
2. Noah Byford                
3. Eli Lovell 
4. Davis Perryman 
5. Joel Bumpus 
6. Brayden Poindexter 
7. Braydin Brandsasse 
8. Jay Stevenson 
9. Matthew Counts 
10. Conner Poindexter  

QUICKNESS / AGILITY 
40 Yard Dash 
Trae Taylor               4.88 
Noah Byford             4.89 
Eli Lovell                  4.96 
Davis Perryman       5.01 
Brayden Poindexter 5.06 
Dokota Sosh            5.06     
Verticle Jump 
Quinn Summers        33” 
Trae Taylor                 32” 
Eli Lovell                    30” 
Noah Byford              28” 
Kaden Herrington      27”  
Pro Shuttle 
Trae Taylor               4.41 
Noah Byford             4.43 
Ethan Sosh              4.69 
Camden Nash          4.87 
Aiden Musser           4.88  

WEIGHT LIFTING 
Bench Press 
Michael Counts         230 
Braydin Brandsasse 230 
Johnny Tramel          205 
Matthew Counts        205 
Ethan Sosh               200  
Power Clean 
Brayden Mahnke      225 
Quinn Summers        225 
Michael Counts         200 
Noah Byford              200 
Jay Stevenson          190 
Brayden Poindexter  190  
Squat 
Braydin Brandsasse 335    
Michael Counts         335 
Jay Stevenson          335 
Dominic Walters        335 
Parker Phillips           335 
 

For Complete List of 
Individual Results  

See Rocket Football Online

Senior Trae Taylor won the annual Rocket football preseason Ironman competition. Pictured are 
the top 10 (front from left) Taylor, Noah Byford, Eli Lovell, (back) Matthew Counts, Conner Poindex-
ter, Davis Perryman, Joel Bumpus, Jay Stevenson, Braydin Brandsasse and Brayden Poindexter.

IRONMAN COMPETITION 

Pre-season competition kicks off 2024 football practice 
STAFF REPORT 

For almost 30 years, Crit-
tenden County football play-
ers have been starting the 
season with an individual 
strength, speed and agility 
competition called the Iron-
man. 

Almost 40 players partici-
pated in this year’s pre-season 
competition and senior Trae 
Taylor came out on top, col-
lecting his first Ironman 
championship. Taylor is a re-
turning running back and de-
fensive back.  

Taylor placed sixth in the 
2024 Ironman event. He is 
among four Rockets who are 
back in the top 10 of the com-
petition after placing among 
the best 10 last year in pre-

season. Eli Lovell made the 
biggest jump from No. 10 last 
summer to No. 3 right behind 
No. 2 Noah Byford who was 
eighth last year. Brayden 
Poindexter and Braydin 
Brandsasse are other repeat 
top 10 performers. Last year’s 
champion, Caden Howard, 
was unable to participate due 
to injury. 

The competition aims to en-
courage a well-rounded ath-
lete, combining speed and 
strength to perfect a player.  

While the running and 
agilities part of the contest 
tend to favor the skilled-posi-
tion players, those husky line-
men play catchup in overall 
points by dominating in the 
weight room. 

As much as anything, the 
competition is a way for the 
coaching staff to get players 
geared up for pre-season prac-
tice and to reward those who 
have worked hard during the 
offseason. 

The regular season begins 
on Aug. 22 at Marshall 
County.   

There are two scrimmages. 
The first is Aug. 8 at Murray 
and second is Aug. 15 at 
Madisonville. 

This will be Coach Gaige 
Courtney’s fifth season as 
head coach. CCHS will com-
pete in Class 2A against five 
other district opponents: Todd 
Central, Trigg County, Cald-
well County, Ft. Campbell and 
Mayfield. 

BETWEEN RAIN AND LIGHTNING DELAYS the Rockets had a busy weekend participating 7-on-7 pass-
ing competitions at Murray State on Friday and in Evansville, Ind., on Saturday. As part of the Murray State 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes event on Friday, the CCHS big guys competed in a lineman challenge.  
Pictured at top is Jake Rich in the tire tube pull and from left are Trae Taylor (2) and coach Austin Berry on 
crutches as he heals from an ankle surgery, QB Quinn Summers (12), receiver Dokota Sosh, lineman 
Michael Counts (54), defensive back Davis Perryman (14) and defensive back Noah Byford (9).

7 v 7 | Lineman Challenge
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Crittenden County’s volleyball team traveled to Indiana last week for 
preseason competition as it gears up for the 2025 campaign. The Lady 
Rockets return to the court under former coach Bayley McDonald after 
posting a 19-6 record and one of the most historic seasons in program 
history last fall. Team members pictured are (front from left) Emerye 
Pollard, Aly Yates, Ava Tabor, Maddie Hearell; (back) Grayson Travis, 
Shelbi Belt, Braelyn Merrill, Lylah Sherer, Lacey Boone, Hadley Myers, 
Layken Gilchrist and Maeson Martin. The fall season gets underway 
next month. 

 

🏈 Do You Want to Be Part of The Show? 🏈 

Become a partner or sponsor supporting the 
2025 Gaige Courtney Coach's Show 

Streaming weekly on YouTube! 
 

The Rocket Football Team is gearing up for an exciting sea-
son in a retooled Class 2A First District, and The Show is 
your front-row seat to all the action. Each week, Coach 

Courtney breaks down the game, talks strategy and brings 
fans closer to the field than ever before. 

 
🔹 Be part of the hype 🔹 Support your team. 

🔹 Get your business in front of loyal Rocket fans. 
 

Contact Jaycee at The Crittenden Press 
📞 270-965-3191 (call or text) 

 

Be a key player in the weekly pre-game coach’s program!



Community Medical 
arrives in Crittenden 

   Crittenden County Chamber of 
Commerce held a ribbon-cutting cer-
emony with its newest member Tues-
day. Community Medical Clinic and 
Community Dental will be operating 
in the community. As a Federally 
Qualified Health Center (FQHC), the 
clinic provides accessible care re-
gardless of income, including primary, 
dental, pediatric and preventative 
services. Vaccines, urgent care, 
school and sports physicals and 
chronic disease management are 
also available. 
   The mobile unit is expanding ac-
cess to care in rural communities. For 
the past several years it has operated 

in Caldwell and Christian counties. 
Anyone interested in services or ap-
pointments can visit communitymed-
icalclinic.org for more information. 
   Pictured front row during the rib-
bon-cutting were marketing director 
Chloe King, CFO Starla Cummings, 

Chamber president Rebecca Woodall 
and community health supervisor Eric 
Harrison. Others at the event at the 
future site of Community Medical 
Clinic at 3618 U.S. 60 West (former 
Jehovah’s Witnesses building) were  
Chamber and CMC representatives.

STAFF REPORT 
The Crittenden County 

Lions Club Fair returns 
July 26 through Aug. 2, 
featuring all the tradi-
tional favorites from the 
tractor and truck pulls to 
the demolition derby, but 
this year’s lineup in-
cludes a brand-new offer-
ing aimed at families and 
children. 

Matt Tinsley, first-year 
president of the local 
Lions Club, said he’s ex-
cited to step into the 
leadership role and intro-
duce something fresh. 

“Yeah, this year every-
thing’s pretty well gonna 
be the same,” said Tins-
ley, “other than on the 
Friday night, Aug. 1 
when we’re going to have 
a 4-H Family Fun Night.” 

Family Fun Night is 
scheduled for 5 to 9 p.m.  
and will include a variety 
of free games and activi-
ties hosted by area 
churches and civic 
groups. It’s being billed 
as a low-cost, commu-
nity-focused night for 
parents and children 
alike. Admission is free 
for kids 15 and under. A 
$5 parking fee per vehicle 
will be collected for those 
driving in. 

Freedom General Bap-

tist Church is bringing a 
dunking booth, Tinsley 
said, with their pastor 
taking a turn inside. 
Other churches will offer 
classic carnival-style 
games. Marion Baptist 
Church plans to set up a 
Hot Wheels play area and 
cornhole toss, while Mex-
ico Baptist Church will 
provide face painting. 
Pony rides will be avail-
able through the 4-H 
Horse Club, and a 4-H 
poultry show will take 
place in the livestock 
barn. FFA will also be 
hosting a pedal tractor 
pull. 

Tinsley said the night 
is meant to be a “give-
back” event, a way to 
make the fair more ac-
cessible for families and 
to highlight the resur-
gence of 4-H in Critten-
den County. 

The fair schedule kicks 

off Saturday, July 26 
with the tractor and 
truck pulls and contin-
ues through the week 
with the beauty pageant 
on Tuesday, July 29, and 
the annual 4-H Breakfast 
at 7 a.m. on Friday, Aug. 
1. Following Family Night 
that evening, the fair 
closes Saturday, Aug. 2 

with the Lions Club car 
show from 9 a.m., to 3 
p.m., and the ever popu-
lar demolition derby at 7 
p.m. 

Food concessions will 
be open nightly, operated 
by the Lions Club, and 
all proceeds support 
community initiatives. 
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Perry 
Newcom (R) 
107 S. Main St. 
Marion, KY 42064 
270.965.5251 (o) 
270.704.0457 (c) 
 

Dave 
Belt (R) 
308 Chandler Farm Rd. 
Sturgis, KY 42459 
270.704.0199 (c) 
 

Matt 
Grimes (R) 
301 State Route 297 
Marion, Ky. 42064 
270.704.9832 (c) 
 

Robert 
Kirby (R) 
1698 Chapel Hill Road 
Marion, KY 42064 
270.889.1504 (c) 
 

Chad 
Thomas (D) 
701 Hebron Church Rd. 
Marion, KY 42064 
270.965.9727 (h) 
270.339.4949 (c) 

Travis 
Perryman (R) 
1700 Jackson School Road 
Fredonia KY 42411 
270.969.1168 (c) 
 

Scott 
Belt (R) 
397 Fishtrap Road 
Marion KY 42064 
270.704.0366 (c) 

Crittenden County Fiscal Court Fiscal Court meets in regular session at the courthouse at 8:30 a.m., on the third Thursday of each month
Judge-executive District 1 Magistrate District 2 Magistrate District 3 Magistrate District 4 Magistrate District 6 MagistrateDistrict 5 Magistrate

E L E C T E D  C O U N T Y  J U D G E - E X E C U T I V E  |  M A G I S T R A T E S

Perry.newcom@crittendencountyky.org Dave.Belt@crittendencountyky.org matt.grimes@crittendencountyky.org Robert.kirby@crittendencounty.org Chad.Thomas@crittendencountyky.org Travis.perryman@crittendencountyky.org Scott.belt@crittendencountyky.org

New Family Fun Night joins fair’s lineup

Dee Brasher, Crittenden County’s agricultural and nat-
ural resources extension agent, uses a battery-pow-
ered core sampler to extract a hay sample from a large 
round bale while local farmer Ed Shewcraft observes 
during a forage testing event at one of his hay fields. 
Samples are shipped to a University of Kentucky lab 
for analysis, where they are evaluated for crude pro-
tein, energy levels and other nutritional components. 
The effort is part of a long-standing initiative tied to the 
county fair, helping local farmers understand the qual-
ity of their hay and how it might impact livestock diets.  

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County Lions Club 

Fair 4-H Youth Poultry Show will 
be held Friday, Aug. 1 at 5:30 p.m. 
at the Crittenden County Fair-
grounds. Youth exhibitors will 
showcase a variety of chickens and 
ducks, giving fairgoers a close-up 
look at different breeds, many of 
which are ideal for backyard 
flocks. 

Open to ages 9–18, and FFA 
members up to age 21, the show 
includes classes for standard and 
bantam chickens, as well as other 
poultry. Participants must supply 
their own pens and care for ani-
mals during the event. Judging be-

gins at 5:30 p.m., with entries ac-
cepted between 5 and 5:30 p.m. 
Showmanship classes will be di-
vided into junior and senior divi-
sions. 

For anyone considering raising 
poultry at home, the show offers a 
chance to learn from local youth 
who are hands-on with coop care, 
feeding, and breed selection, help-
ful knowledge for starting or ex-
panding a backyard flock. 

Immediately following the poul-
try show, the Stick Horse Round-
Up will bring a different kind of fun 
to the fairgrounds. This free event 
is open to kids of all ages and 
kicks off with registration at 6:30 

p.m., followed by contests starting 
at 7 p.m. 

Participants are encouraged to 
decorate their own stick horses for 
prizes in categories such as Most 
Creative, Best Dressed 
Cowboy/Cowgirl Combo, and 
Cutest Pony. A barrel racing con-
test will follow, with children rac-
ing on their stick horses in timed 
age divisions: 3 and under, 4–6, 7–
9, 10–13, and 14–15. 

Kids are invited to dress in West-
ern gear and come ready to shine.  

For more information about ei-
ther event, contact the Crittenden 
County Extension Office at 270-
965-5236.

Chickens, stick horse round-up featured at fair

CITY 
Continued from page 1 

headlights, and turn sig-
nals), brakes, and, for 
each designated seating 
position, a seatbelt as-
sembly that complies 
with federal motor vehi-
cle safety standards. Ad-
ditionally, carts must be 
equipped with a horn 
that meets the specifica-
tions set forth in Ken-
tucky Revised Statute 
189.080. 

The ordinance takes 
effect following proper 
passage and publication 
as required by state law. 

•The council made a 
couple of moves with ap-
pointments to its repre-
sentation to local boards. 
Councilman Taylor Davis 
was moved off of the 
Marion Tourism Com-
mission and added to the 
Marion Fire Department 
Board. Councilwoman 
Nikki Conger was ap-
pointed to Marion 
Tourism Commission. 

The council also gave 
final approval to fine in-
creases for those who vi-
olate animal ordinances. 
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STAFF REPORT 
Eighteen months ago, The 

Crittenden Press issued a com-
munity-wide warning in a re-
port that would go on to win 
national recognition – a stark 
and chilling alarm about a 
deadly synthetic opioid sweep-
ing into Marion like a silent 
killer. Today, that warning re-
mains as relevant as ever. 

Fentanyl, which is consid-
ered by some as the grim 
reaper of recreational drugs, 
continues to haunt this small 
Kentucky town and the sur-
rounding area. The national 
award received by The Press 
recently for that original re-
porting has brought attention 
to the journalism. But the real 
story is not about accolades, 
it's about action. It’s about 
keeping parents vigilant, 
friends cautious and commu-
nities on alert. The grim reaper 
hasn’t left. He still walks 
among us. 

Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid 
that has legitimate medical use 
as a painkiller and anesthetic. 
But on the streets, it’s become 
a terrifying specter, far more 
deadly than heroin, meth or 
cocaine. Just a few grains, un-
knowingly consumed, can take 
a life in seconds. 

That’s not hyperbole. That’s 
reality. 

Crittenden County Coroner 
Brad Gilbert knows this first-
hand. As he revealed in our 
original reporting, fentanyl had 
never shown up in local over-
dose deaths until recently. 
Since June 2023, four de-
ceased men, ranging from their 
20s to their 40s, were found to 
have fentanyl in their systems. 
Three of them died as a direct 
result. It may have been a con-
tributing factor in the fourth 
death. 

“These are the first I have 
ever seen here,” Gilbert said 18 
months ago. 

Gilbert has served as coroner 
since 2010 and comes from a 
family deeply rooted in the 
business. In a typical year, the 
county might see three over-
doses. That was before fen-

tanyl arrived. Now, the threat 
has changed. The risk has es-
calated. 

Dr. Christopher Kiefer of the 
state medical examiner’s office 
in Madisonville described Crit-
tenden County as relatively 
“quiet” when it comes to autop-
sies. That’s no longer the case. 

“Fentanyl wasn’t even a 
problem here when I started as 
the medical examiner seven 
years ago,” Kiefer said in 2024. 
He now performs about 200 
autopsies annually, and 
roughly 12 to 13 percent of 
them are overdoses. Most of 
those involve fentanyl. 

The problem isn’t just num-

bers. It’s stealth. 
Kiefer warns that fentanyl is 

often hidden in counterfeit 
pills, sometimes made to look 
like Oxycodone or Lortab. A 
high schooler might trade pills 
with a classmate, thinking 
they’re taking something safe. 
In reality, they could be ingest-
ing a lethal dose. 

“You don’t have to be using a 
needle to die of an overdose,” 
Kiefer said. 

Even casual users, or first-
time experimenters are at risk. 
Fentanyl can be smoked or 
snorted. It can be disguised in 
fake tablets. It can show up in 
substances sold as something 

else entirely. 
“It is a dangerous time right 

now because people don’t 
know what they’re getting,” the 
doctor warned. 

Law enforcement echoed the 
same concern. Marion Police 
Chief Bobby West said the 
presence of fentanyl is alarm-
ing. And while his officers are 
doing all they can, he believes 
the real power lies in family 
conversations. 

“Conversations need to be 
had about this drug and how it 
can kill you,” West said. 

Police cruisers in Marion are 
now equipped with life-saving 
medications like naloxone 
(Narcan), which can reverse 
opioid overdoses. But the solu-
tion needs to begin long before 
an overdose ever happens. 

Street names for fentanyl 
vary. West said the pill is often 
called “Blues” and can appear 
as long blue tablets, round 
white pills or other colors en-
tirely. The inconsistency adds 
to the danger as users can’t tell 
what they’re taking just by ap-
pearance. 

Even after those deaths re-
ported more than a year ago, 
law enforcement continues to 
intercept fentanyl in local com-
munities. 

Last fall, a Florida man was 
found in possession of fentanyl 
at Riverview Park in Marion. 
More recently, a Marion man 
was caught with the potentially 
lethal drug during a traffic stop 
on U.S. 60 in Livingston 
County. These are not isolated 
events, they point to a larger 
trend that shows fentanyl has 
established a stronghold even 
in rural western Kentucky. 

Fentanyl isn’t just another 
street drug. It’s a weaponized 
compound. It is 50 times more 
potent than heroin and about 
100 times stronger than mor-
phine. One minuscule error in 
illegal manufacturing, a 
process rarely precise, can pro-
duce a deadly dose. There’s no 
room for mistakes. And there’s 
no second chance. 

Local nurse Robin Curnel, 
MSN, RN, called it a “clandes-
tine killer.” 

What people are getting off 
the streets can kill in minute 
amounts, Curnel said. It’s re-
ally scary and a substance 
abuser generally has no way to 
test if the drug they just 
bought is fentanyl or laced 
with fentanyl. 

Raising awareness remains 
the most powerful antidote we 
have, which is why The Press 
first told this story and why we 
are re-telling it now. 

The original reporting in Feb-
ruary 2024 was part of a pack-
age titled “Marion’s OD Alarm 
Bell,” and it won top honors in 
the 2025 National Newspaper 
Association Foundation’s Bet-
ter Newspaper Contest. Judges 
said the story was “a reminder 
of why newspapers continue to 
play an important role in their 
daily lives.” 

The Crittenden Press accepts 
that praise with gratitude. But 
we reprint this story with ur-
gency. 

The grim reaper is still out 
there. The drug is still here. 

This is a call for vigilance, 
not just by law enforcement, 
but by parents, teachers, 
coaches and community lead-
ers. One talk, perhaps one mo-
ment of awareness, could be 
the difference between life and 
death. 

Let this be a renewed warn-
ing: Fentanyl doesn’t discrimi-
nate. It doesn’t wait. It doesn’t 
care. 

And unless we continue the 
conversation, unless we stay 
alert, unless we educate our 
children and protect our neigh-
bors, it will claim more lives.

Fentanyl’s grip still tight 18 months after alarm raised 
Fentanyl is often 

hidden in counterfeit 
pills, sometimes 
made to look like 

Oxycodone or 
Lortab.
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